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Course Description:  The aim of this course is to introduce students to the realist paradigm of international relations. 

Course Requirements:  Every student is expected to do all the reading, attend all the seminars, and participate in the discussion.  The grade will be based on classroom participation (25%) and either one 15-page paper or two 7-page papers (75%).  Students can choose either option. 

We will provide a list of paper topics, from which students will choose one or two.  Papers will be due in my office (Pick 416A) no later than 5:00 pm on Tuesday of exam week – June 7.  For graduating seniors, papers will be due no later than 5:00 pm on Wednesday, June 1.

Papers received after that time will be dropped one letter grade for each day past the due date.  The paper must be: no longer than 15 pages of text, double-spaced, have at least 1-inch margins on all four sides, and have a standard-sized font.

Readings and Books:  All of the following books are in paperback and have been ordered through the Seminary Coop Bookstore:

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (Penguin Classics)

G. John Ikenberry, After Victory (Princeton)

Machiavelli, The Prince (Chicago)

John Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (Norton, 2014)

Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political (Chicago)

Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State, and War (Columbia)
Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars (Basic)
All pieces with ** are on Chalk. 

Course Outline:

1.  March 28 (Mon):  Organizational Meeting 

2.  April 4 (Mon):  The Levels of Analysis
-- Waltz, Man, the State, and War, read entire book
3. April 11 (Mon): The Underlying Logic of Realism 
-- Hobbes, Leviathan, books 1-2.

4. April 18 (Mon):  The Essence of Politics
-- Clausewitz, On War, “Two Notes by the Author,” Books One and Eight.

-- Hans J. Morgenthau, Politics among Nations, 5th ed. (New York: Knopf, 1973), chapters 1-3. **

-- Schmitt, The Concept of the Political, read entire book.

5.  April 25 (Mon):  Offensive Realism

-- Mearsheimer, Tragedy of Great Power Politics, read entire book.

6.  May 2 (Mon):  Defensive Realism
-- Robert Jervis, “Cooperation under the Security Dilemma,” World Politics, Vol. 30, No. 2 (January 1978), pp. 167-214. **

-- Andrew Kydd, “Sheep in Sheep’s Clothing: Why Security Seekers Do Not Fight Each Other,” Security Studies, Vol. 7, No. 1 (Fall 1997), pp. 114-155. **

-- Sebastian Rosato, “The Inscrutability of Great Power Intentions,” International Security, Vol. 39, No. 3 (Winter 2014/15), pp. 48-88. **
7.  May 9 (Mon):  Machiavelli

-- Machiavelli, The Prince, read entire book.

8.  May 16 (Mon):  Building International Orders
-- Ikenberry, After Victory, read entire book

9.  May 23 (Mon):  Morality in International Politics
-- Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, read entire book.

10.  June 1 (Wed): Realism and the Rise of China
-- Charles Glaser, “Will China’s Rise Lead to War? Why Realism Does Not Mean Pessimism,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, No. 2 (March/April 2011), pp. 80-91. **

-- Jonathan Kirchner, “The Tragedy of Offensive Realism: Classical Realism and the Rise of China,” European Journal of International Relations, Vol. 18, No. 1 (March 2012), pp. 52-74. **

-- Mearsheimer, Tragedy (2014 edition) chapter 10. **

-- John J. Mearsheimer, “Taiwan’s Dire Straits,” National Interest, No. 130 (March/April 2014), pp. 29-39. **
PAGE  
1

